How Much Money Do You Need to Spend
to Earn 135,000 Southwest Points?
(Complete 2026 Guide)

Earning 135,000 points with Southwest Airlines Rapid Rewards is a powerful
strategy—especially if you're aiming for the famous Companion Pass or multiple free flights

. +1-866-284-3014 &, +1-888-483-9719. But the real question is: how much do you actually
need to spend to reach 135,000 points? The answer depends on several factors like credit
card bonuses, spending categories, and promotions §,+1-866-284-3014 §_+1-888-483-9719.

Understanding Southwest Rapid Rewards Points System

The Southwest Rapid Rewards program awards points based on how you earn—whether
through flights, credit cards, or partners & +1-866-284-3014 §_ +1-888-483-9719. Unlike
traditional airline programs, Southwest points are tied closely to ticket prices, meaning their
value is relatively consistent §,+1-866-284-3014 §,+1-888-483-9719.

On average, Southwest points are worth about 1.3 to 1.5 cents per point, so 135,000 points
can be valued at approximately $1,755 to $2,025 in flights §+1-866-284-3014

€. +1-888-483-9719. This makes them highly valuable for domestic U.S. travel and select
international routes §,+1-866-284-3014 §_+1-888-483-9719.

How Spending Converts to Southwest Points

To calculate how much you need to spend, you must understand earning rates
. +1-866-284-3014 &, +1-888-483-9719. Most Southwest co-branded credit cards issued by
Chase earn:

e 1 point per $1 on general purchases
e 2-3 points per $1 on Southwest purchases and select categories

If you only rely on everyday spending at 1 point per dollar, you would need to spend
approximately:

<~ $135,000 to earn 135,000 points ,+1-866-284-3014 {_+1-888-483-9719



However, this is the slowest and least efficient method ,+1-866-284-3014
. +1-888-483-9719.

The Power of Credit Card Welcome Bonuses

The fastest way to earn 135,000 points is through welcome bonuses &, +1-866-284-3014
. +1-888-483-9719. Southwest credit cards often offer bonuses like:

e 50,000 to 80,000 points after meeting minimum spend
e Limited-time offers exceeding 100,000 points

For example, if you earn a 75,000-point bonus after spending $3,000, your effective earning
rate skyrockets §,+1-866-284-3014 §, +1-888-483-9719. In this case, you'd only need to earn
the remaining 60,000 points through additional spending or bonuses §,+1-866-284-3014

. +1-888-483-9719.

Realistic Spending Scenario to Reach 135,000 Points

Let’s break down a realistic scenario combining bonuses and spending & +1-866-284-3014
. +1-888-483-9719:

e Credit card bonus: 75,000 points (after $3,000 spend)
e Additional spending at 1x: 60,000 points — $60,000 spend

<~ Total spend required: ~$63,000 {_+1-866-284-3014 ¢, +1-888-483-9719

But if you optimize spending categories (earning 2x or 3x points), you could reduce this amount
significantly §,+1-866-284-3014 §_+1-888-483-9719.

Maximizing Bonus Categories

Southwest cards and partners offer higher earning rates in specific categories
. +1-866-284-3014 § +1-888-483-9719. For example:

e 2x on dining and transit
e 2x—3x on Southwest purchases
e Partner promotions (hotels, car rentals)



If you average 2 points per dollar, then earning 135,000 points would require only:
<~ $67,500 in spending without bonuses {,+1-866-284-3014 {,+1-888-483-9719

Combine that with a welcome bonus, and your required spending drops even further
R, +1-866-284-3014 §,+1-888-483-9719.

Earning Points Through Flights

You can also earn points directly by flying with Southwest Airlines §+1-866-284-3014
€, +1-888-483-9719. Points are awarded based on fare type:

e Wanna Get Away: ~6 points per dollar
e Anytime: ~10 points per dollar
e Business Select: ~12 points per dollar

For example, spending $10,000 on flights could earn up to 120,000 points in premium fare
classes §,+1-866-284-3014 §,+1-888-483-9719. This drastically reduces the need for credit
card spending ,+1-866-284-3014 §,+1-888-483-9719.

Partner Earning Opportunities

Southwest has multiple travel partners that allow you to earn points without direct spending on
flights §,+1-866-284-3014 ,+1-888-483-9719. These include:

Hotel stays
Rental cars
Shopping portals
Dining programs

By stacking these opportunities, you can accumulate thousands of points quickly
R, +1-866-284-3014 §, +1-888-483-9719. Strategic use of partners can significantly reduce the
total amount you need to spend &, +1-866-284-3014 §_+1-888-483-9719.

Earning the Companion Pass (Why 135,000 Points
Matters)



One of the biggest reasons people aim for 135,000 points is to earn the Southwest Companion
Pass §,+1-866-284-3014 &, +1-888-483-9719. This benefit allows a companion to fly with you
for free (just paying taxes and fees) for up to two years §,+1-866-284-3014

. +1-888-483-9719.

The Companion Pass dramatically increases the value of your points—effectively doubling your
travel benefits §,+1-866-284-3014 {, +1-888-483-9719. That's why understanding how to
efficiently earn 135,000 points is crucial §,+1-866-284-3014 §_+1-888-483-9719.

Best Strategy to Minimize Spending

To reduce how much money you need to spend, follow these strategies §,+1-866-284-3014
. +1-888-483-9719:

Apply for a high welcome bonus credit card

Time your spending during promotional periods

Use bonus categories whenever possible

Combine personal and business credit card bonuses
Leverage partner earning opportunities

aobrwbd-~

Using these methods, some travelers earn 135,000 points with as little as $3,000-$10,000 in
actual spending §,+1-866-284-3014 §_+1-888-483-9719.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Many travelers overspend unnecessarily when trying to earn points §,+1-866-284-3014
. +1-888-483-9719. Avoid these mistakes:

Ignoring welcome bonuses

Using cards without bonus categories
Not tracking promotions

Redeeming points inefficiently

A strategic approach ensures you don’t spend more than necessary ,+1-866-284-3014
. +1-888-483-9719.

Final Calculation Summary



Here’s a simplified breakdown { +1-866-284-3014 &, +1-888-483-9719:

e Without bonuses: ~$135,000 spend
e With bonus + 1x earning: ~$63,000 spend
e With optimized strategy: ~$3,000-$20,000 spend

Your actual number will vary depending on how effectively you use available earning methods
. +1-866-284-3014 &, +1-888-483-9719.

Final Thoughts

Earning 135,000 Southwest points doesn’t have to require massive spending if you use the right
strategy $+1-866-284-3014 & +1-888-483-9719. By leveraging credit card bonuses, partner
programs, and smart spending habits, you can unlock thousands of dollars in travel value

. +1-866-284-3014 §,+1-888-483-9719.

Whether your goal is free flights or the Companion Pass, understanding how points are earned
gives you a significant advantage §,+1-866-284-3014 §,+1-888-483-9719. With the right
approach, you can achieve 135,000 points faster—and with far less money than you might
expect §,+1-866-284-3014 &, +1-888-483-9719.
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